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15 November 2017 Highlands & Islands

Sea eagles to be scared off sheep farms in new trials

New methods to deter white-tailed sea eagles from preying on lambs are being trialled
in Argyll and on Skye.

Crofters and farmers in the Highlands and Islands have for a number of years complained of
the large birds of prey taking the young livestock.

In the past there was a scheme compensating sheep producers for lambs lost to the eagles.

The new techniques being trialled include audio or light-based bird scaring devices.

Trees where the birds nest close to areas with sheep near Oban are also being felled.

Scottish Natural Heritage is working with other organisations, including Forest Enterprise
Scotland, on the trials.

Sea eagles are the UK's largest bird of prey and one of its most protected species.
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