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UK eligibility in 2020 Call

 UK Government recently confirmed that UK

organisations can continue to bid for LIFE money
in the 2020 Call even if Call timetable stretches
into 2021 and beyond transition period
 Successful projects will be funded for the project’s
lifetime

EU LIFE Programme
 LIFE is primary EU financial instrument for the environment
 Objective: to contribute towards implementation and

development of EU environmental and climate policy and
legislation.
 Co-funds:
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Environment and Resource Efficiency projects
Nature & Biodiversity projects
Climate Action projects
Governance & Information

 Priority topics include:
Water, Floods, Marine and Coastal Management, Waste and Resource
Efficiency, Soils, Forests, Chemicals, Noise and the Urban Environment, Air
Pollution, Air Quality, Nature and Biodiversity.

Background

 Since its creation in 1992, LIFE has been through different

funding periods
 Over 5,200 projects funded across EU worth over €6 billion
(by end of 2020)
 Current programme runs 2014 – 2020 with a budget of
€3.4 billion
 In UK largely used by Agencies, Universities, larger NGOs
and businesses
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LIFE 2014 – 2020: overall objectives

• Contributing towards a resource-efficient, low-carbon and

climate-resilient economy; protecting and improving the
environment; maintaining and improving biodiversity,
ecosystems and especially Natura 2000 network
• Improving development, implementation and enforcement of EU

environmental and climate policy and legislation
• Integrating and mainstreaming of environmental and

climate objectives into other EU policies
• Improving environmental and climate governance

• Implementing 7th Environment Action Programme

The LIFE Programme

Since 2018 no national allocations. Projects compete across the whole of the EU
Also: NGO operating grants, Preparatory Projects and Integrated Projects

LIFE Nature & Biodiversity
 LIFE Nature:





Supports the implementation of the Birds and/or Habitats Directive
Typically take place in the Natura 2000 network, unless focusing on mobile
species,
Can be best practice, pilot or demonstration

 LIFE Biodiversity:





Supports the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy
Can take place outside of the Natura 2000 network
Must be more innovative than LIFE Nature

 Concrete conservation measures > 25% of project budget (more

recommended)
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Exemplar projects

 Habitat restoration


MoorLIFE 2020 Active blanket bog restoration in
the South Pennine Moors’s Natura 2000 site

 Reintroduction of species


SWA for LIFE Reintroducing the Scottish wild cat
into the Scottish Highlands

 Ecological Networks


Futurescapes Promoting the development of
green infrastructure in 38 priority areas throughout
the UK

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm

LIFE Environment & Resource Efficiency
 Projects need to test innovative solutions for EU wide environmental

issues
 Covers five thematic priorities:
 Water (including marine)
 Waste
 Resource efficiency (including forests, soils, green and circular
economy)
 Environmental health (including noise and chemicals)
 Air quality (including urban environment)
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LIFE Environment & Resource Efficiency

 ERE projects need to be either pilot or






demonstration in character
Pilot project: technique or method that has not been
applied or tested before
Demonstration project: methodologies or
approaches that are new or unknown in the project's
specific context
Close to market projects are welcome
Not supposed to make a profit until end of the
project

Exemplar projects
 Acumen - Assessing, Capturing & Utilising Methane from Expired and

Non-operational landfill
 LIFE Climate Proofing Social Housing Landscapes demonstrated an

integrated approach to climate adaptation in urban areas by
undertaking climate change adaptation measures based around the
retrofitting of blue and green infrastructure.
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Environmental Governance and Information
 Promote awareness raising on environmental matters, including





generating public and stakeholder support of EU policy-making
Support communication, management, and dissemination of
environmental information
Promote and contributing to more effective compliance and
enforcement of EU environmental legislation
Promoting better environmental governance by broadening stakeholder
involvement
Covers two thematic areas:
 Information, communication and
awareness raising campaigns
 Activities in support of effective control process
as well as measures to promote compliance
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LIFE Climate Action
 Climate Change Mitigation – reducing greenhouse gas emissions,

with emphasis on:
 Energy intensive industries (transport, building, waste)
 Fluorinated greenhouse gases
 Land-use, land use change and forestry

 Climate Adaptation – increase resilience to greenhouse gases,

with emphasis on:
 Urban adaptation
 Sustainable management of water in draught prone areas,
flood and coastal management

 Climatic governance and information –

promote actions to contribute to a shift
towards a low carbon and resilient economy
© LIFE Urban Adapt

LIFE IN THE UK

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/UKLIFE

 Since 1992 LIFE has supported over

250 projects in the UK with an
investment of ~ €260 million from the
EU
 For period 2104-17 UK most successful
country in obtaining LIFE funding*
 In 2019 Call, UK had 50% success rate
at Stage 1, but overall average is ~ 36%
success rate for traditional projects*
 In general, UK submits small number
of high quality bids

*European Commission, EU LIFE NCP training, Brussels, March 2018 /2019
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How are projects funded?

 Two stage application process for Env projects
 Average project last 3 to 5 years
 A typical LIFE grant of around €2 – 5 million
 Co-financing rate: 55% of the total project value (up to 60% or 75% for

Nature & Biodiversity projects focusing on priority species or habitats)
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Who can apply?
 Almost anyone (except sole traders)!
 Public or private bodies, organisations registered in the EU, commercial

organisations. Primarily used by UK Government/Agencies and NGOs
such as RSPB

 ‘Coordinating Beneficiary’ (lead partner) has to be based in EU

 Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies eligible – but demanding

conditionality. BEST programme covers OTs

 Activities can take place outside the EU but they must show they are

necessary to achieve the EU’s environment and/or climatic objectives

 On average projects have 1 – 5 partners
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Application process
 Annual Call: 2020 Call expected to be launched on 2 April
 Submission to European Commission via eProposal
 Two stage application process for Env projects:

Submission of 11 page concept note in June,
 If successful projects are invited to proceed to Stage 2 with submission
of full application in January/February 2021
Climate projects submit full application by September deadline
2019 Call: Climate projects notified by mid Feb, Env mid June 2019
Grant Agreements were signed in October 2019
Earliest start date for 2020 projects: 1 July 2021 (tbc)
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LIFE projects must show..

 EU added-value – demonstrating/developing EU policy or objectives.
 Innovation – applies/tests techniques, approaches not used before (across EU),

that offers advantages compared to current best practice & capable of EU
replicability.

 Longevity & sustainability – you will need to ensure that your actions are

secured, maintained and developed after the project with pre-identified resources.

 Replication & transferability

– applications need to demonstrate how the
project's results and experiences can be replicated and disseminated beyond the
project, into other sectors, entities, regions or countries.

 Value for money – is there sufficient impact for the amount of money spent?
 Will not fund projects focused on research or large items of infrastructure.
 Quantified objectives - you need to know your baseline before you submit your

proposal.

Common pitfalls

 No clear EU relevant environmental or climate action focus

or insufficient link to policy, i.e. purely domestic objective
 Not sufficiently quantified objectives, targets and actions
 Does not deliver a project topic

 No baseline to show extent of underlying problem
 Insufficient levels of concrete conservation actions (LIFE

Nature & Biodiversity only)

Is LIFE for you? What to do

 Make sure LIFE is the appropriate funding

instrument – it does not fund research or
monitoring

 Set time aside to read the LIFE Multi Annual Work

Programme and Guidelines carefully

 Take time to prepare
 Has your project been done before? Check the EC

LIFE project database. How will your project
develop previous work?

Is LIFE for you? What to do

 Your project must show long term sustainability

and lead to continuing action

 Focus – do not include actions unrelated to your

project objective

 Identify match funding at an early stage
 Register with the UK LIFE NCP

complete concept form,
seek our advice on specific
questions

JNCC’s NCP Role

 JNCC is UK National Contact Point since January 2016
 Small team but drawing on expertise across the

organisation
 NCP support for applications and advice on the LIFE
Programme
 UK/Ireland NEEMO team monitors existing projects

Overview of UK NCP services

 Dedicated UK NCP inbox and hotline
 Website https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/eu-life-the-uk





national-contact-point/
Concept notes and pre-screening service
EC Concept note template and Guidance
Social media: Twitter, LinkedIn
Webinars

The UK LIFE Cycle – application process
 Information Webinars 2020 (dates tbc)




What’s new in the 2020 Call
How to write a LIFE application
LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency projects

 Concept note evaluation deadline: May/June 2020 (Commission

deadline for first stage environment projects June 2020 tbc)
 Pre-screening for Climate projects: August/September (Commission
deadline for Climate projects September tbc)
 Pre-screening full applications December/

January 2021 (Stage 2: full application)
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Concept Note Template

 Concept note template &

guidance available on our
website
 Two stage application

process:






Concept note pre-screening
service available in May/June
Climate Action full proposals in
Aug/Sept
Full applications for Env projects
Dec/Jan 2021

eProposal

 Concept notes and applications must be submitted via

eProposal
 NCP access rights:


NCPs are not automatically given viewing rights to
eProposal. Therefore if you want our full involvement and
support during the submission and revision phase please
authorise our access.

 Recommended browsers are:



Firefox and
Google Chrome.
© LIFE Urban Adapt

Further reading

 UK LIFE NCP:https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/eu-life-the






uk-national-contact-point/
EC LIFE website: https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
LIFE database:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/ind
ex.cfm
LIFE Multiannual Work Programme:
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-legalbasis#mawp2018
LIFE 2020 Guidelines for Applicants will be published 2
April on:
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/callsproposals

Thank you for listening
Any questions?
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